STANDARD  TITLE  PACE  i 
FOR  TECHNICAL  REPORTS 
■a'SurTtiTe* 


COMMUNITY  PROFILE,  ERWIN,  NORTH  CAROLINA 


Report  Date 

March  1976 


rr 


James  Dougherty 


9.  Performing  Organization  Name  and  Address 

N.C,  DEPT.  NATURAL  & ECONOMIC  RESOURCES 
division  of  community  Assistance 
P.O.  BOX  27667  - RALEIGH,  N.C.  27611 


12.  Sponsc-.ng  Agency  Ki(*.e  aid  Address 
Department  of  r. c.sirg  and  Urban  Development 
A51  Seventh  Street,  S .W  . 

Washington,  D.C.  2OA10 


lerneniarjTFfcies 


10.  Pro|ect/Task'WorU  tlnn  No 


11.  Coniract/Gram  No. 

04-19-1068 


13.  Type  of  Rep 

FINAL 


enod  Covered 


1.  Sponsoring  Ager 


Prepared  in  cooperation  with  Erwin  Planning  Board 


acts 


This  is  a fact  booklet  for  Erwin,  North  Carolina,  providing  detailed 
information  about  the  Town's  physical,  social  and  economic  character- 
istics as  well  as  selected  miscellaneous  data. 


17.  Key  Wo’fls  and  I 


alysrs.  la). 


17b.  Identifiers  Open-Ended  Terms 


i >r  r O'  <Ofl  f '<5  'Group 


on  Statement 

Copies  available  at  Erwin  Town  Hall 


of  Pages 

29 


UllUllflllllllllli 


COMMUNITY  PROFILE 


niiiiiuiiiitiiimiiiiiHiiiiisiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiuimiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiseiiiifiiiiiiiiiiiiijiiiiiiinfl 


ERWIN,  NORTH  CAROLINA 


! I I1IIH  tllllilllltH  It 


The  preparation  of  this  report  was  financed  in  part  through  an 
urban  planning  grant  from  the  Department  of  Housing  and  Urban 
Development,  under  the  provision  of  Section  701  of  the  Housing 
Act  of  1954,  as  amended. 


CONTENTS 

Page 

PURPOSE  OF  THE  COMMUNITY  PROFILE  1 

HISTORY  2 

GENERAL  INFORMATION  4 

PHYSICAL  CHARACTERISTICS  7 

Location  8 

Topography  8 

Soils  8 

Climate  8 

Mineral  Resources  8 

Watershed  Basin  8 

Transportation  10 

Recreation  10 

Housing  11 

Cultural  Aspects  11 

SOCIAL  CHARACTERISTICS  13 

Population  Trends  and  Project  14 

Education  14 

Educational  Facilities  15 

Poverty  19 

ECONOMIC  CHARACTERISTICS  20 

Governor's  Award  Program  21 

Employment  21 

Family  Income  21 

Property  Value  21 

BIBLIOGRAPHY  29 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2016 


https://archive.org/details/communityprofil1976nort_0 


TABLES  & FIGURES 


Tables  Page 

1 Average  Temperatures  9 

2 Precipitation  9 

3 Housing  Characteristics  12 

4 Erwin  Population  By  Age  16 

5 Erwin  Population  By  Sex  and  Race  17 

6 Years  of  School  Completed  18 

7 Poverty  & Public  Assistance  19 

8 Count  of  Persons  by  Poverty  Status  and  Age  19 

9 Occupations  22 

10  Employment  By  Industry  22 

11  Income  of  Families  & Unrelated  Individuals  23 

12  Average  Weekly  Wages  24 

13  Available  Labor  Force  25 

14  Count  of  Persons  14  and  Older  By  Race,  Sex  and 

Labor  Force  26 

15  Property  Tax  Values,  Rates  & Bonded  Indebtedness  27 

16  State  Sales  & Use  Tax  Collections  & Gross  Retail  Sales  28 


Figures 

1 Regional  Setting  Map 

2 Town  Map 


. 


PURPOSE  OF  THE  COMMUNITY  PROFILE 


This  Community  Profile  is  intended  to  serve  as  a "one  stop"  fact  booklet 
for  Erwin,  North  Carolina.  It  provides,  detailed  information  about  the  Town's 
physical,  social  and  economic  characteristics  as  well  as  selected  miscellaneous 
data.  This  publication  is  the  first  effort  of  its  kind  in  Erwin  to  gather, 
within  one  cover,  such  a variety  of  information.  It  should  aid  new  residents, 
new  employers,  public  officials,  and  interested  citizens  in  learning  more  about 
their  town. 
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HISTORY 


HISTORY  OF  ERWIN 


With  the  construction  of  the  Erwin  Cotton  Mills  in  1903,  the  Town  of  Erwin 
began  as  a residential  community  of  textile  workers  and  their  families.  The 
initial  plan  of  the  settlement,  first  called  Duke,  provided  for  300  houses  and 
basic  community  services.  Within  a few  years,  the  settlement  included  churches, 
a hospital,  a post  office,  a school  and  several  stores. 

Being  the  primary  employer  in  the  community,  the  Erwin  Mills  Company  has 
shaped  the  history  and  development  of  the  town  by  its  policies.  The  expansion 
of  the  mill  in  the  1920's  led  to  a period  of  population  growth  and  housing  con- 
struction. During  this  same  period,  the  company  laid  a system  of  water  and  sewer 
lines  in  the  central  town  area.  The  1950's  ushered  in  a company  policy  that 
granted  the  community  a much  greater  degree  of  freedom.  The  company  began  selling 
the  houses  and  lots  to  town  residents.  This  policy  was  continued  by  the  new  plant 
owner,  Burlington  Industries,  so  that  most  properties  in  the  community  are  today 
owned  by  individuals. 

Burlington  Industries  dedicated  the  water  and  sewer  lines  to  the  Town  of 
Erwin  when  it  was  incorporated  in  1967.  Since  that  time  the  new  municipality 
has  greatly  expanded  its  facilities  and  services  to  make  Erwin  what  it  is  today. 


Source  of  Information:  T.J.  Harper,  "History  of  the  Town  of  Erwin,  Harnett 

County,  North  Carolina,"  (1955)  and  "Sketch  Development  Plan"  Erwin,  North 
Carolina,  (April  1970.) 
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GENERAL  INFORMATION 
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General  Information 


Town  Population  

Town  Elevation 

Town  Government  

Board  of  Commissioners 
Meetings  . . . . 


Planning  Board  

Reports  and  Studies  Completed 


3,115  (1975  estimate) 

195'  above  sea  level 

Council -Manager 

5 members 

First  Thursday  each  month,  7:30  p.m.  in 
Town  Hall.  Meetings  open  to  the  public. 

10  members 

Sketch  Development  Plan 

(April,  1970) 

Zoning  Ordinance  (January 
1970) 


Meetings Second  Monday  each  month,  7:30  p.m.  in 

Town  Hall.  Meetings  open  to  the  public. 

Public  Works  Department  (number  of  employees) 


Building  Inspector 1 

Street  and  Sanitation  12 

Water 3 


Sources  of  Income  (1974-1975)  Percentages 


Ad  Valorem  Taxes 50 

Utilities 24 

ABC 0 

Privilege  license  1 

Other 25 


Taxes 


Ad  Valorem  Tax  Rates 

Town $ .80  per  $100.00 

County $ .77  per  $100.00 

Date  of  last  tax  evaluation  ....  1972 

Public  Utilities 

Electric  Power Carolina  Power  & Light  Company 

Natural  Gas  North  Carolina  Natural  Gas  Company 

Telephone  Carolina  Telephone  & Telegraph  Company 
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Water 


Source  

.Cape  Fear  River  and  1,000,000  gallon  reservoir 

Maximum  Daily  Capacity  

.4,000,000  gallons 

Peak  load  to  date 

.1 ,300,000  gallons 

Water  available  above  peak  load.  . 

.2,700,000  gallons 

Ground  Storage  Capacity.  ..... 

.1 ,000,000  gallons 

Treatment.  

Wastewater 

.filtration,  chlorination,  sedimentation  and 
fluoridation 

Treatment  Plant 

.Secondary  Treatment 

Maximum  capacity  per  day  

.2,000,000  gallons 

Peak  flow  to  date 

. 1 ,000,000  gallons 

Surplus  capacity  above  peak.  . . . 

. 1 ,000,000  gallons 

Future  

Public  Services 

Police  Protection 

.New  lines  and  lift  stations  being  installed 

Number  of  Men 

Number  of  Patrol  Cars.  . . . 
Number  of  Emergency  Vehicles 

Fire  Protection 

.5  full  time,  15  part  time 
.2 
.2 

Number  of  Men 

Fire  Insurance  Rating.  . . . 
Equipment 

.40  volunteers 
. NB7 

. (2)  750  gallon  pumpers 

(1 ) 500  gallon  pumper 

(1)  270  gallon  pump-hose  truck 

(1)  boat 

(1)  SKW  Generator 
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PHYSICAL  CHARACTERISTICS 
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LOCATION 


The  Town  of  Erwin  is  located  in  the  southeastern  portion  of  Harnett  County, 
North  Carolina,  on  Federal  Highway  421.  It  is  situated  approximately  five  miles 
west  of  Dunn  (population  8,302,)  thirty  miles  from  the  Raleigh  metropolitan  area 
(population  228,453,)  and  twenty-five  miles  from  the  Fayetteville  metropolitan 
area  (population  212,042.)  Refer  to  Figure  1. 

TOPOGRAPHY 


The  landform  of  Erwin  is  fairly  level  with  slopes  rarely  exceeding  3 percent 
grades.  This  nearly  level  ground  extends  beyond  the  town  limits  in  the  eastern 
and  southern  directions  providing  ample  area  for  continued  development.  Along 
the  western  to  northwestern  border  of  the  town,  development  possibilities  are 
considerably  more  limited  due  to  the  steep  slopes  that  range  to  25  percent  grades. 
Such  steep  slopes  prohibit  most  industrial,  commercial  and  residential  uses. 

SOILS 


There  are  few  developmental  limitations  resulting  from  the  soil  types  in 
Erwin.  Most  of  the  area  consists  of  well-drained  sandy  loam  soils  that  are 
suitable  for  dwelling  units,  industrial  and  commerical  development,  and  street 
construction.  An  area  of  land  near  the  southeastern  corner  of  the  Old  Post 
Road  and  State  Route  1741,  however,  is  composed  of  Coxville  fine  sandy  loam  soil. 
This  soil  type  presents  severe  limitations  for  all  forms  of  development  and  con- 
struction. Another  soil  type,  Dunbar  find  sandy  loam  found  in  scattered  pockets 
adjacent  to  the  Erwin  School  site,  is  characterized  as  having  moderate  limitations 
for  most  types  of  development. 

CLIMATE 

The  climate  in  Erwin  is  characterized  as  being  humid  and  subtropical  with 
long,  hot  summers  and  relatively  mild  winters.  Spring  and  autumn  tend  to  be 
drawn  out  and  quite  pleasant.  (Refer  to  Table  1.) 

The  average  45.34  inches  of  annual  precipitation  in  Erwin  is  well  distributed 
throughout  the  year.  July  has,  on  the  average,  the  greatest  amount  of  rainfall 
with  5.43  inches  annually  and  November  the  least  with  2.55  inches.  (Refer  to  Table 
2.)  Snowfall  is  light  with  less  than  three  inches  per  year. 

MINERAL  RESOURCES 


The  area  of  Harnett  County  surrounding  Erwin  has  large  deposits  of  minerals 
used  for  construction  purposes.  These  deposits  include  sand,  gravel,  clay,  shale 
and  lighweight  aggregates. 

WATERSHED  BASIN 


Erwin  is  situated  in  the  Cape  Fear  River  basin  and  is  well-drained  by  both 
the  Cape  Fear  River  and  the  Black  River. 


8 


- 


. 


'r-ji  §■ 


tSOVtt  'IE0) 

iQRTHAMPTOI, 


'■ 


nboto-p- 


man* 


XtyMMf! 


ItyMMant 


•.TjmbwUk* 


X«”7v 


IhiribtttiMi 


F R A iNJC'I  I Nk/ 


SwumsI : 


llH'W 


sill 


liffham 


vv«5fe! « 


pi 


Sno*  C*mp 


3<»»*  Ch*p-ii 


PiukMltia 


fiiSOH 


fe,v»>-r 


*Pinto*j  I F 


NATIONS 


:03EST 


lON.jGOMERY 


Gf*nlliU8 


W«»! 


^rtnfffTPines 

Wwnli  .lNf 

vAd!|«»  Mtiimi 


•■JflMUBl  Hill 


TajitUvin# 


R I ClH  MONO 


KOFMAN 


I Xskvidtl 


ifMtmtf  fore: 


I Cttt»rS<x  Uk» 


l i Si:.'«l  Mm* 


rinburg^jr 


,»UD£M‘ 

LAKES 


rL«»lKft8  A- 


EiiMStifetDwff  i 


«»f  6#»c« 

'SurfC«r 


w-m****  / I 

i > ~ w i iiii n gt fficaoj?*'**' 


Ow.-o  OwiJo , 


REGIONAL  SETTING 
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Table  1 


Average  Temperatures 
Town  of  Erwin 


ANNUAL 

JAN 

FEB 

— 

MAR 

APR 

MAY 

JUNE 

JULY 

AUG 

— 

SEPT 

OCT 

NOV 

DEC 

i 

60.0 

41.7 

43.0 

50.4 

59.3 

68.0 

75.3 

78.3 

77.1 

71.7 

61.0 

50.7 

42.8 

iium 

70.1 

51.0 

52.8 

61 .1 

70.7 

79.0 

85.7 

88.0 

86.6 

81 .5 

71.5 

61.0 

52.2 

inum 

49.8 

32.3 



33.1 

39.6 

47.9 

57.0 

64.9 

68.5 

67.6 

61 .9 

50.4 

40.4 



33.4 

re:  Harnett  County,  North  Carolina,  Industrial  Development  Section,  Carolina  Power  & Light  Co. 

Table  2 
Precipitation 


ANNUAL 

— 

JAN 

FEB 

r ^ 

MAR 

APR 

— 

MAY 
— - — 

JUNE 

— 

JULY  AUG 

i 

i 

SEPT 

— 

OCT 

NOV 

DEC 

45.34" 

3.33" 

3.74" 

3.66" 

— 

3.34" 

— 

3.83" 

4.28" 

5.43"  5.30" 

i 

■jL  - ■ — 

3.70" 

2.91" 

2.55' 3.27" 

1 

'e:  Harnett  County,  North  Carolina,  Industrial  Development  Section,  Carolina  Power  & Light  Co. 
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TRANSPORTATION 


The  transportation  network  in  Erwin  is  sufficient  to  promote  ready  access 
to  and  from  the  major  commercial  centers  of  the  Southeast. 

Highways  and  Streets 


Interstate I 95 

(approximately  6 miles  away) 

Federal U.  S.  421 

State. . .N.  C.  55 

Railroads  Durham-Southern  Line  Seaboard  provides 

piggyback  service  to  Erwin  from  Dunn 


Truckl ines 

Certified  to  stop  in  the  town--Bison  Fast  Freight,  Inc.;  Branck  Motor 
Express  Co.;  Burris  Express  Inc.;  Carolina  Freight  Carriers  Corp.;  Colonial 
Motor  Freight  Line,  Inc.;  Cooper  Motor  Lines,  Inc.;  Deaton  Truck  Line,  Inc., 
Eagle  Motor  Lines,  Inc.;  Estes;  Fleming's  Transfer;  Harper  Motor  Lines,  Inc.; 
Hemingway,  Hennis  Freight  Lines,  Inc.;  Henry  Cs  Transfer,  Inc.;  Johnson 
Motor  Lines,  Inc.;  Jones  Motor  Colk,  Inc.;  McLean  Trucking  Co.;  Old  Dominion; 
Overnite  Transportation  Co.;  Pilot  Freight  Carriers,  Inc.;  Roadway  Express, 

Inc.;  Standard  Trucking  Co.;  Superior  Trucking  Co.,  Inc.;  Tarheel  Express,  Inc.; 
Thurston  Motor  Lines,  Inc.;  Virginia-Carol ina  Freight  Lines,  Inc.;  Yellow 
Freight  System. 

AIR 


Nearest  Commerical  Airport Fayetteville,  30  minutes 

Piedmont  Airlines,  20  flights 
daily 

Non-Commerical  Airport  Erwin  (one  runway  3,200',  unpaved, 

fueling,  hangers,  minimum  maintenance, 
may  be  lighted  upon  request. 

Long  range  plans  include  construction  of  a county  airport  with  a 5,000  feet 
paved  runway. 

OTHER  TRANSPORTATION 
Bus  and  United  Postal  Service 
RECREATION 


Erwin  has  two  well  developed  municipal  parks  providing  a variety  of  recreational 
facilities.  The  Erwin  Municipal  Park,  located  southeast  of  town,  is  on  an  open  thirty 
six  acre  site.  It  contains  two  tennis  courts;  an  all  purpose  hard  surface  court 
with  four  basketball  goals;  a softball  field;  a lighted  combination  baseball -footbal 1 
field;  a lighted  picnic  shelter;  portable  bleachers;  a fenced-in  play  area  for  small 
children;  a large  parking  lot  for  motor  vehicles;  and  a building  furnishing  rest  rooms 
a concession  stand  and  a meeting  room.  Long  range  plans  for  the  municipal  park  includ 
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construction  of  a nine-hole  golf  course.  Erwin's  other  public  recreation  area, 
the  Rotary  Park,  is  situated  on  a centrally  located  four  acre  site.  The  shaded 
park  area  is  divided  by  the  convergence  of  two  small  streams.  The  facilities 
at  this  area  include  playground  equipment;  restrooms,  a lighted  picnic  shelter;  an 
all-purpose,  hard  surface  court  with  four  basketball  goals;  picnic  tables;  and  a 
paved  parking  lot  for  approximately  30  cars.  Long  range  plans  include  the 
construction  of  a gazebo.  During  the  summer  vacation  months,  the  town  employs  a 
parks-recreation  director  to  supervise  the  program  activities. 

HOUSING 

Although  seventy-two  percent  of  the  housing  stock  in  Erwin  was  built  prior 
to  1939  ( as  compared  with  thirty  two  percent  for  the  state  of  North  Carolina  as 
a whole),  the  percent  of  substandard  and  overcrowded  housing  is  quite  low  when 
compared  to  state  levels.  The  good  condition  of  the  housing  is  attributable  to 
the  fact  that  eighty  percent  of  the  houses  are  owner  occupied  (as  compared  with 
sixty-five  percent  for  the  state).  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  although 
the  percent  of  owner-occupied  housing  in  good  condition  is  higher  in  Erwin  than 
in  the  state  as  a whole,  the  median  value  of  houses  is  lower  than  the  state  average. 
(Refer  to  Table  3. ) 

CULTURAL  ASPECTS 


Public  library  is  provided. 

Concert  series  at  Campbell  College  (4  miles  away)  and  in  Raleigh  (30  miles 
away) . 

Three  newpapers  published  in  the  county. 

Two  radio  stations  in  the  county. 

Five  T.V.  stations  with  good  reception. 

RELIGION 

Six  protestant  churches,  no  Catholic  or  Jewish. 

INSTITUTIONS 


City  Hospital:  55  beds 

County  Hospital:  117  beds 

Two  doctors  in  Erwin,  twenty- two  in  the  county 
Two  banks 
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Table  3 


Housing  Characteristics 

Erwin  State  of 

North  Carol ina 


Total  Housing  Units 

987 

1 ,641  ,222 

Total  White  Occupied  Housing 

912 

1 ,220,681 

Total  Black  Occupied  Housing 

50 

277,237 

Percent  Owner  Occupied 

80% 

65.4% 

% White  Owner  Occupied 

95% 

86 . 6% 

% Black  Owner  Occupied 

5% 

12.8% 

Percent  Renter  Occupied 

19.7% 

34 . 6% 

% White  Renter  Occupied 

95% 

69.9% 

% Black  Renter  Occupied 

5% 

28.9% 

Vacancy  Rate 

2.5% 

6.6% 

Percent  of  Total  Housing  Units 
Lacking  Some  or  All  Plumbing 
Facil i ties 

6.6% 

15.6% 

Percent  of  Overcrowded  Units 

4.1% 

10.2% 

Median  Value  of  Owner  Occupied 
Units 

$7,800 

$12,800 

Median  Contract  Rent 

$74 

$59 

Percent  of  Year-Round  Housing 
Units  Built,  1939  or  Earlier 

71 .9% 

31 .6% 

Source : 

United  States  Bureau  of  the  Census,  Detailed  Housing  Characteristics, 
(Washington,  1970.) 

United  States  Bureau  of  the  Census,  General  Housing  Characteristics, 
(Washington,  1970.) 
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SOCIAL  CHARACTERISTIC 
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POPULATION  TRENDS  AND  PROJECTIONS 


It  is  very  difficult  to  make  accurate  population  projections  for  a 
town  the  size  of  Erwin  because  of  unforeseen  circumstances  that  could 
have  a profound  effect  on  its  population  size. 

A single  annexation  by  the  town,  for  example,  could  double  the 
population  overnight.  The  provision  of  a new  employer  or  the  elimination 
of  an  existing  employer  could  also  radically  effect  the  population  size. 

Although  a long  range  population  projection  figure  could  be  presented, 
its  accuracy  would  be  in  doubt  because  of  the  probability  of  intervening 
circumstances  that  are  unforeseen  at  this  time. 


EDUCATION 


Although  Erwin  has  an  adequate  school  system  and  good  access  to  many 
colleges  and  universities  in  the  area,  the  median  number  of  school  years 
completed  by  Erwin  residents  is  lower  than  the  figures  for  Harnett  County 
and  the  State  of  North  Carolina  (Refer  to  Table  6).  Eighty-five  percent 
of  Erwin's  residents,  twenty-five  years  of  age  and  older  have  not  graduated 
from  high  school,  as  opposed  to  the  state  as  a whole  which  has  a much 
higher  percentage  of  high  school  graduates  (39%  as  compared  to  only  15% 
in  Erwin).  These  figures  indicate  that  Erwin  is  far  below  the  state  average 
in  educational  achievement. 
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EDUCATIONAL  FACILITIES 


Public  Elementary  Schools  in  County  18 

Public  High  Schools  in  County 10 

Private  Schools  1 

Total  Student  Enrollment 12,177 

Pupil  to  Teacher  Ratio 21-1 

Cost  of  Education  per  Pupil $790.00 


3 Consolidated  High  Schools  to  be  built  in  the  County. 
Colleges  and  Universities  Within  30  Mile  Radius  of  Erwin 


Campbell  College,  Buies  Creek 
Fayetteville  State  College,  Fayetteville 
Heritage  Bible  College,  Dunn 
Meredith  College,  Raleigh 
Methodist  College,  Fayetteville 
Peace  College,  Raleigh 
Saint  Augustine  College,  Raleigh 
Saint  Mary's  College,  Raleigh 

Business  Colleges  Within  30  Mile  Radius  of  Erwin 


Fayetteville  Technical  Institute,  Fayetteville 
Hardbarger 1 s , Raleigh 
King's,  Raleigh 

LaFayette  College,  Fayetteville 

La  Salle  Extension  University,  Fayetteville 

Sampson  Technical,  Clinton 

Sanford  Business  College,  Sanford 

Wake  Technical  Institute,  Near  Raleigh 
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Table  4 


Erwin  Population  By  Age 


Age 

1950 

1960 

1970 

Under  5 years 

339 

228 

168 

5-9  years 

308 

289 

197 

10-14  years 

336 

f.  * 

324 

238 

* 

15-19  years 

346  \ 

Tnv  * 

282 

. 256 

20-24  years 

275  \ 

^ 151  \ 

* ^ 182 

25-29  years 

260 

^ 184 

^ 133 

30-34  years 

239 

190 

126 

35-39  years 

300 

248 

163 

40-44  years 

268 

228 

178 

45-49  years 

188 

313 

226 

50-54  years 

139 

241 

205 

55-59  years 

114 

177 

258 

60-64  years 

82 

117 

221 

65-69  years 

67 

92 

128 

70-74  years 

46 

58 

78 

75  & Older 

37 

61 

95 

Total  Population 

3,344 

3,183 

2,852 

Source:  U.  S.  Bureau  of  the  Census,  General  Population  Characteristics, 

(Washington,  1970.)  (Population  figures  for  Erwin  in  1950  & 1960  are 
in  question  since  town  limit  lines  were  not  established  until  1967). 
*Note:  People  included  in  the  age  groups  of  approximately  eighteen  years 

to  thirty  years  show  a loss  rate  nearly  twice  that  of  other  age  groups. 

This  high  loss  rate  reflects  an  out-migration  of  young  working  age  people 
seeking  jobs. 
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Table  5 


Erwin  Population  By  Sex,  Age  Group  & Race 


Age 

Total 

Male 

Total 

Female 

White 

Male 

White 

Female 

Black 

Male 

Black 

Female 

0-17 

383 

370 

348 

353 

35 

17 

18-24 

125 

117 

107 

95 

18 

22 

25-44 

269 

310 

264 

299 

5 

11 

45-64 

446 

510 

390 

460 

56 

50 

65  & Over 

120 

202 

120 

164 

0 

38 

Total 

1 ,343 

1 ,509 

1 ,229 

1,371 

114 

138 

Source:  United  States  Bureau  of  the  Census,  Fifth  Count  Information,  unpublished 

census  data,  (Washington,  1970.) 
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Table  6 


Years  of  School  Completed 


Erwin 

Harnett  County 

State  of  North  Carolina 

Total  Number  of  Person 

25  years  and  over 

1857 

25,153 

2,646,272 

No  School  Years  Completed 

16 

446 

51 ,799 

Elementary:  1-7  years 

737 

7,498 

698,067 

8 years 

200 

2,486 

233,367 

High  School : 1-3  years 

626 

7,582 

645,089 

4 years 

178 

4,401 

572,928 

College:  1-3  years 

51 

1 ,539 

221 ,396 

4 years  or  more 

49 

1 ,201 

223,626 

Median  School  Years  Completed 

8.9 

9.8 

10.6 

Source:  U.  S.  Bureau  of  Census,  General  Social  and  Economic  Characteristics,  PC  (1) 

C35,  (Washington,  1970.) 
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POVERTY  AND  PUBLIC  ASSISTANCE 


Approximately  twelve  percent  of  Erwin's  population  earns  less  than  a 
poverty  level  income,  (Refer  to  Table  8).  Although  this  figure  is  much  too 
high  ideally,  it  represents  a lower  poverty  rate  than  North  Carolina  has  as 
a whole.  A problem  in  Erwin  needing  attention,  however,  is  the  fact  that 
100  families  earning  below  poverty  level  incomes  receive  no  public  aid 
(Refer  to  Table  7.)  An  effort  should  be  made  to  extend  the  needed  financial 

assistance  to  those  people. 


Table  7 

Poverty  & Public  Assistance  (Number  of  Families) 


Above  Poverty  Level 

Below  Poverty  Level 

Receiving  Public  Assistance 

4 

7 

Not  Receiving  Public 

Assistance 

744 

100 

Source:  U.  S.  Bureau  of  Census,  General  Social  & Economic  Characteristics, 

(Washington,  1970.) 


Table  8 

Count  of  Persons  by  Poverty  Status  & Age 
Above  Poverty  Level  Below  Poverty  Leve' 


Number 

Percent 

Number- 

Percent 

65  Years  & Over 

195 

60% 

127 

40% 

Under  65  Years 

2,228 

88% 

298 

12% 

Source:  U.  S.  Bureau  of  Census,  General  Social  & Economic  Characteristics, 

(Washington,  1970.) 
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ECONOMIC  CHARACTERISTICS 
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GOVERNOR'S  AWARD  PROGRAM 


Erwin  has  been  designated  a "Governor's  Award  Community"  by  the  Commerce 
and  Industry  Division  of  the  North  Carolina  Department  of  Natural  and  Economic 
Resources.  This  means  that  certain  requirements  to  better  prepare  Erwin  for 
industrial  and  economic  development  have  been  met  by  the  community.  A benefit 
derived  from  this  award  is  the  assistance  of  the  Commerce  and  Industry  Division 
in  helping  the  Town  achieve  its  industrial  development  goals. 


EMPLOYMENT 


The  majority  of  the  people  in  Erwin's  working  force  are  employed  by  the 
manufacturing  industry  and  classed  in  the  operatives  and  kindred  occupation 
group.  (Refer  to  Tables  9 and  10.)  This  group  is  largely  employed  in  the 
Burlington  Industries  Plant,  which  estimates  a work  force  of  approximately  2,200 
employees  as  of  January,  1976. 

Although  the  woven  fabrics  industry  is  viable  and  growing,  Erwin  should 
encourage  the  construction  of  new  industrial  plants  to  diversify  the  employment 
base. 


FAMILY  INCOME 

The  medium  family  income  for  residents  of  Erwin  is  eight  percent  higher 
than  that  of  Harnett  County  as  a whole  (Refer  to  Table  11).  Thirty-one  and 
five  tenths  percent  of  the  families  make  below  $5,000.00  annually  as  compared 
to  thirty-six  and  eight  tenths  percent  for  the  County.  Erwin  is  better  off  on 
the  other  end  of  the  income  scale  as  well.  Eight  and  nine  tenths  percent  of  the 
families  earn  incomes  of  greater  than  $15,000.00  as  compared  to  six  and  four 
tenths  percent  for  Harnett  County. 

Both  Erwin  and  Harnett  County  fall  below  the  state  average  weekly  wage 
figures  for  all  categories  of  employment  (Refer  to  Table  12).  Manufacturing  is 
the  category  with  the  smallest  variance  from  the  state  average,  due  to  the  comparable 
level  of  textile  salaries  at  Erwin's  plant. 


PROPERTY  VALUE 


Both  Harnett  County  and  the  Town  of  Erwin  are  experiencing  a healthy  increase 
in  the  taxable  value  of  property  (Refer  to  Table  15).  This  increase  in  property 
values  is  not  only  due  to  continued  high  inflation,  but  is  due  to  new  construction 
in  the  area  as  well.  With  the  growth  of  the  Raleigh  and  Fayetteville  metropolitan 
areas  it  is  not  surprising  that  Harnett  County  would  experience  new  construction. 
What  is  surprising  is  that  Erwin's  property  value  growth  rate  is  nearly  as  great 
as  that  for  the  County.  In  other  words,  Erwin  is  maintaining  its  position  in 
relation  to  the  County  in  terms  of  property  values. 
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Table  9 


Occupations  (Employed  Persons,  14  and  Older) 


Number  Percent 


Professional,  Technical,  and  Kindred 

92 

6.8% 

Farmers  and  Farm  Managers 

13 

1% 

Managers,  Officials,  Proprietors 

60 

4.5% 

Clerical  and  Kindred 

129 

9.6% 

Sales  Workers 

40 

3% 

Craftsmen,  foremen,  etc. 

234 

17.4% 

Operatives  and  Kindred 

503 

37.4% 

Service  (including  household) 

166 

12.3% 

Farm  Laborers  and  foremen 

0 

0% 

Laborers  (ex.  farm  and  mine) 

106 

8% 

Total 

1 ,343 

100% 

Source:  U.S.  Bureau  of  Census,  General 

(Washington,  1970.) 

Table  10 

Population 

Characteri 

Employment  By  Industry  (Employed  Persons  14  and  Older) 

Number  Percent 

Construction 

72 

5.3% 

Manufacturi ng 

787 

57.6% 

Durable  Goods 

22 

1.6% 

Transportation 

0 

0% 

Communication,  Utilities,  Sanitary 

15 

1.1% 

Wholesale  and  Retail 

122 

9% 

Finance,  Insurance,  Business 

55 

4% 

Other  professional  services 

98 

7.2  % 

Educational  services 

69 

5% 

Public  Administration 

57 

4.2% 

Other  Industries 

68 

5% 

Total  Employed  Persons 

1 ,365 

100% 

Source:  U.  S.  Bureau  of  Census,  General  Population  Characteristics, 

(Washington,  1970.) 
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Table  n 


Income  of  Families  and  Unrelated  Individuals 


INCOME 

HARNETT  COUNTY 

ERWIN 

NUMBER 

PERCENT  OF  TOTAL 

NUMBER 

PERCENT  OF  TOTAL 

All  Families 

12,635 

855 

Less  than  $1 ,000 

450 

3.6% 

17 

2% 

1,000  - 1,999 

1,047 

8.3% 

51 

6% 

2,000  - 2,999 

925 

7.3% 

48 

5.6% 

3,000  - 3,999 

964 

7.6  % 

63 

7.4% 

4,000  - 4,999 

1,272 

10% 

90 

10.5% 

5,000  - 5,999 

1 ,263 

10% 

75 

8.8% 

6,000  - 6,999 

1,139 

9% 

98 

11.5% 

7,000  - 7,999 

1,047 

8.3% 

63 

7.4% 

8,000  - 8,999 

1 ,020 

8.1% 

44 

5% 

9,000  - 9,999 

729 

5.8% 

60 

7% 

10,000  - 11,999 

1,145 

9.1% 

104 

12.2% 

12,000  - 14,999 

824 

6.5% 

66 

7.7% 

15,000  - 24,999 

657 

5.2% 

70 

8.2% 

25,000  - 49,999 

127 

1% 

6 

.7% 

50,000  or  More 

26 

.2% 

-0- 

0% 

Median  Income 

$6,348 

100% 

$6,852 

100% 

Source:  U.  S.  Bureau  of  Census,  General  Population  Characteristics,  (Washington,  1970.) 
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Table  12 


Average  Weekly  Wages  Through  Third  Quarter  1973 


Classification 

Statewide 

Harnett  County 

Dollar  Difference 

% Difference 

Average  weekly  wages 
all  employment 

$132.72 

$106.77 

$25.95 

24.3% 

Construction 

$143.37 

$ 94.39 

$48.98 

51.9% 

Manufacturing 

$132.92 

$114.49 

$18.43 

16.1% 

Transportation,  Comm., 
and  Utilities 

$179.54 

$134.90 

$44.64 

33.1% 

Trade 

$120.28 

$ 96.70 

$23.58 

24 . 4% 

Source:  Employment  Security  Commission  of  North  Carolina  Bureau  of  Employment  Security 

Research,  North  Carolina  Labor  Force  Estimates,  (Raleigh,  November,  1974.) 
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Table  13 


Available  Labor  Force  0-25  Miles 
From  Erwin 


Total 

Total  Men 

Total  Women 

0-15 

Miles 

Men 

0-15 

Miles 

Women 

15-20 

Miles 

Men 

15-20 

Miles 

Women 

20-25 

Miles 

Men 

20-25 
Mi  1 es 
Women 

4775 

1795 

2980 

735 

1140 

230 

415 

830 

1425 

Source:  Employment  Security  Commission  of  North  Carolina,  Bureau  of  Employment  Security 

Research,  North  Carolina  Labor  Force  Estimates,  (Raleigh,  November  1974.) 
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Table  14 


Count  of  Persons  14  and  Older  by  Race,  Sex,  & Labor  Force 
Erwin,  North  Carolina 


Total 

Whi  te 

B 

ack 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Armed  Forces 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Employed 

736 

607 

687 

536 

49 

71 

Unemployed 

37 

15 

22 

8 

15 

7 

Inmate  of  Institution 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Other  not  in  labor  force 

Under  65 

137 

393 

115 

375 

22 

18 

65  and  over 

99 

183 

99 

158 

0 

25 

Source: 


U.  S.  Bureau  of  Census  General  Population  Characteristics, 
(Washington,  1970.) 
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Table  15 


Property  Tax  Values, 

Rates,  and  Bonded 

Indebtedness 

HARNETT  COUNTY 

ERWIN 

FISCAL  YEAR  1974-75 

Taxable  Value  of  Property 
Tax  Rate 

Total  Bonded  Indebtedness 
Per  Capita  Bonded  Indebtedness 

$300,000,000 
$ .77 

$ 800,000 
$16.11 

$25,000,000 

$.80 

$ 370,000 

$129.73 

FISCAL  YEAR  1973-74 

Taxable  Value  of  Property 
Tax  Rate 

Total  Bonded  Indebtedness 
Per  Capita  Bonded  Indebtedness 

$191  ,104,281 
$1.17 

$ 900,000 

$18.12 

$18,076,754 

$1.10 

$ 390,000 

$136.75 

FISCAL  YEAR  1972-73 

Taxable  Value  of  Property 
Tax  Rate 

Total  Bonded  Indebtedness 
Per  Capita  Bonded  Indebtedness 

$177,370,863 
$1 .21 

$ 1,000,000 
$20.13 

$16,740,686 

$1.10 

$ 410,000 

$143.76 

FISCAL  YEAR  1971-72 

Taxable  Value  of  Property 
Tax  Rate 

Total  Bonded  Indebtedness 
Per  Capita  Bonded  Indebtedness 

$149,548,642 

$ ill  00 ,000 

$22.15 

$14,340,045 

$1.10 

$ 430,000 

$150.77 

FISCAL  YEAR  1970-71 

Taxable  Value  of  Property 
Tax  Rate 

Total  Bonded  Indebtedness 
Per  Capita  Bonded  Indebtedness 

$143,629,908 

$ 1 ',202,000 
$24.20 

$14,398,140 

$1.10 

None 

None 

Note:  Prior  to  Fiscal  1974-75  tax  levies  were  based  on  65%  of  assessed 

value  of  property.  Beginning  with  Fiscal  1974-75  100%  of  assessed  value  of 
property  is  used.  This  procedural  change  in  part  explains  the  increase 
in  taxable  values  between  1974-75  and  1973-74. 

Source:  North  Carolina  Department  of  Natural  & Economic  Resources,  County 

and  Community  Data  Sheets,  (Fayetteville,  N.  C.,  January,  1975.) 
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Table  16 


State  Sales  and  Use  Tax  Collections  and 
Gross  Retail  Sales  Harnett  County 


Gross  Collections* 


Gross  Retail  Sales** 


$245,130.24 


$12,016,284.00 


* State  sales  and  use  taxes  collected  during  the  month  of  November,  1975. 

**  Total  taxable  and  non-taxable  sales  for  the  month  of  October,  1975,  as 
reported  on  sales  and  use  tax  report  forms. 

Note:  This  table  does  not  contain  any  county  sales  and  use  taxes. 

Source:  North  Carolina  Department  of  Revenue,  Sales  and  Use  Tax  Division, 

Raleigh,  (November,  1975.) 
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